FRIENDS OF MORRAB GARDENS
Newsletter Spring 2018

Welcome to our latest newsletter to keep you updated on what’s been
happening in our lovely Morrab Gardens and to let you know our future
events.
Spring has well and truly sprung, and the gardens have been an absolute delight with
100’s of daffodils giving a lovely burst of sunny yellow, to brighten even the dullest
days. Many thanks to Greenyard Flowers (previously Varfell), Longrock for donating a
pallet load of mixed bulbs. It is always heartening when large companies support us
and their generosity is very much appreciated.
Our ‘Buy a Plant’ scheme has proved really popular. Everyone who has bought a plant
will receive a note telling them where their plant is in the garden, and they can watch
it grow, knowing that they have contributed to the beauty and sustainability of the
gardens.

NEW GREENHOUSE
Joe and the volunteers desperately needed
another greenhouse (so we bought them one)
for all the plants newly propagated. Plants
will be on sale throughout the summer at our
weekly Plant Sale from 10am to 12pm (day to
be advised) as well as our Mazey Day Plant
Stall. If you can spare a few hours to help
with the plant sales, please do get in touch,
we would love to hear from you. Contact details
at the end of this newsletter.

GARDENERS’ HOUSE
We are thrilled to tell you the initial
application to Heritage Lottery was successful and Morrab Gardens have been awarded just over
£70,000. This is for the development of a business plan which is required for the second stage of
the application.
Members from the Gardeners’ House Team (Hypatia Trust, Friends of Morrab Gardens, Cornwall
Council and Penzance Town Council) met with Heritage Lottery to put their case forward. The
Lottery Panel were very interested and thought the project was an excellent one.
The Team are now well into the development planning and having great fun! They are organising a
really exciting environmental studies menu of activities and events, so please do join in!

A

Crowdfunding programme linked to their website has also been set up, so all donations, large or
small, are most welcome.
Cornwall Today have featured the project in their latest edition and details of the project can be
found on Hypatia Trust’s website, so please check these out as there is lots of interesting
information on both http://hypatia-trust.org.uk/gardeners-house/
A short film has even been made in the garden to promote the project and this will be available to
view shortly on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/MorrabGardens and the Hypatia
Trust’s website.

CHILDREN’S LEARNING ZONE
Cornwall Councillor Jim McKenna kindly donated £200 from
his Community Fund for new rustic seating in the children’s
outdoor classroom to provide seating for the class teacher as
well as the children. After listening and learning about nature
the practical fun can begin, like looking for the many bugs and
crawlies who have made their home in this area. The children
are not at all squeamish when they find these critters and
delight in exploring the natural habitat.

EVENTS
Many of you will already know that throughout the year we organise various events and
outings, for example to other gardens in Cornwall.
Our Christmas Party in December was fun, so thanks to everyone who came along, and brought
a lovely plate of deliciousness and bottle of plonk to toast the yuletide season. Huge gratitude
to Jane Scott for inviting us all around to her home to enjoy our annual festive get-together.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Last year we invited members to a ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’ and due to its popularity, we are
hoping to arrange another. Look out for details on the garden noticeboard, on our website
www.morrabgardens.org and our Facebook page. We will email all members on email too.
2018
March (date
advised)

to

be

April (date
advised)

to

be

New Members Guided Tour of the Gardens with Joe (Head
Gardener) followed by refreshments at Alan’s House, 3 St Mary’s
Place, Penzance.
Visit to Trewidden Garden & Nursery, guided tour with Head
Gardener. The Camellias are just lovely in the Spring.

Saturday, 12 May

Gardener’s Question Time – to be advised nearer the time.

Saturday, 23 June

Mazey Day – Plant Stall, Bric a Brac and Membership & Raffle – all
as usual.
“Story Walk” around the garden with Head Gardener Joe Palmese.
Joe has a host of interesting, unusual and funny stories about the
garden. This will link in with the ‘Lit Fest’ which runs from 4-7
July
Summer Party with music in the bandstand.

Friday, 13 July

Sunday, August (date
to be advised)
September (date to be
advised)

Bee Talk with Morrab’s Bee Keeper, in the Meeting Room, Morrab
Library. 10am – 11.30pm. Chance to buy some of Morrab’s
delicious organic honey.

Thursday, 11 October

How to Propagate from plant stock, in the greenhouse. Check
nearer the time as this depends on whether there is room enough
in the greenhouse.

November

Currently nothing arranged but this might change nearer the time.

December (date to be
advised)

Friends’ Christmas Party

Many local artists use Morrab Gardens for their inspiration. One such Penzance artist
is Lee Stevenson who has always thought of these gardens as an exotic escape from
the pressures of a busy
at http://leestevenson.co.uk/

life.

You

can

see

more

of

Lee’s

work

Image courtesy of The Alverton Gallery, Penzance

We hope you enjoy our newsletters and welcome your feedback. If you would like to
see something we are not including, please tell us.
Chair: Rosie Hughes Telephone: 07136 351960 Email: rosie.hughes@gmail.com
Secretary: Jackie Mace Email: jackie.mace3@sky.com

https://www.facebook.com/MorrabGardens

